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Teſtament,” ſhall be taught in every kirk within 


4 1 ung {all c6 tracy: 2 to the fame a 
5 al be ana 90 utterly. uppreſſe ö 


We Alen that to be contrary. doctrine to the word; that. | 
'k man has invented, and impoſed on the conſciences of men, 
by laws, councils, and conſtitus 5 1 without the expreſs, 


comam nd. of God's word. 


ba kind are vo of 46-7 | mag, „ diſguiſe . 
1 A 


tious obſervation of faſting days, difference of meats 


: 15 conleience lake, prayez.fo the dead, calling upon faints, 
Vith luch other inventions of men. In this rank, the ho- 
L days invented by men, ſuch as Chriſtmas, Gireumci/+ wy 


ez Py rifreation, and other ſond fealts. o gur 


(I 202 wet tte of the apoltles, Martyrs and virgins,” Woo. 
others which we judge utterly to be aboliſhed forth of this 


realm, becauſe they have no aſſurance in God's word. All 
naintainers of ſuch abominations, ſhould. o* paniſhed with 
the civil ſword. . 

The word is fulkciet tht © our Won, ; on re 
all things necdfu] tor, us are contained in It. The Scrip- 
tures. ihall be read! PI" 1 for ee „ 
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\HE We oj of neceſſity, are joined with the * 
; word, which are two only, baptiſm and the table of 


| \ the Lord, The preaching of the word muſt preceed the mi- 


" niſtration of the ſacraments... In the dye adminiſtration of 
the ſacraments, all things ſhould be done according to the 


word, nothing being aided, Per yet diminiſhed... The ſa- 


craments ſhouſd be miniſtred after the order of the kirk of 


Cen. All ceremonies-and rites invented by men ſhould | 
de at oliſhed, and th- mple word followed in all points, 


Tune min tration. ot ms eee in 8. va oo 
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\HE word of God Sat, which is the new ; abd ond. 


. 
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- firſt Book of Dijoipline. e 
de zien him, in whoſe mouth God has not put tlie wotd 


[7 of exhortation. In the miniſtration of the table, ſome com 5 
f Fe phy may = red of the ene n 


| III. Idelatry. 8 18 0 " 
LL Kind of idolatry and monuments of dla 0 
ſhould be aholiſhed, ſuch as places dedicate to do- 
Latry and relicks. 1dolatry is all Kind of worſt ipping of LY 
of God not contained in the word, as the maſs; invocation __ 
of ſaints, adoration' of —_—_ and aan Halber c fuch things in- 
Veuted by man. PEAT RSS of "7 ö M 


3 '& 
nets WE 4 IV. The Maui. | 
Jo man mobi enter in the malle, a 2 Jawkil 
VN vocation, The lawful vocation ſtandeth in the elec- 
tion of the people, examination of the miniſtry, and admif- 
| Gon by them both, The extraordinary vocation has ang- 
ther conſideration, ſeeing it is SPITE only by Cod! in- 
wardly'i in mens hearts. 1 

No miniſter ſhould be traded upon any particular kink _— 
- Without their conſent ; but if any kirk be negligent to 
elect, then the ſuperintendent, s council, Dey pro- 
vide a qualified man, within forty days. 

Neither for rarity of men, neceſſity of teaching, nor ſor 
a corruption of time, ſhould enable perſons be admitted 
to the miniſtry. Better it is to have the room vacant, tlia 
to have unqualified perſons, to the ſcandal of the miniltry | 

, and hurt of the kirk: In the Rarity of qualified men, We 
ſhould call unto the Lord, that he, of his goodneſs, would 
end forth true labourers to bis harveſt. The kirk and faitbß-— 
ful magiſtrate ſhould compel ſuch as have he gitts, tc to take 1 
the office of teaching upon them. — 7 

We ſhonld conſider, firſt, whether God. has given the 'J 
| gifts to him whom we would chooſe; for God calls no man 
to the miniſtry, whom he arms not with neceſſary gifts. 

/,* Perſons noted with infamy, or unable to edify the kirk 
by wholeſome doctrine, or of a corrupt judgment, ſhoudd i 
not be admitted, nor yet retained in the miniſtry: The i 
prince 8 Paidon, nor reconciliation with the kirk, takes not 
away the infamy before men; therefore public edicts ſhovid/ |} 
be (et forth in all places where the. perſon is known, and 

SR 5 0 to all men, to reveal, if 427 know any. 
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3 I. Sum of „* 
the one commits by him, or if be be — in 
$ 0 
a perſons proponed by the kirk, ſhall be dad publich 
by the\{uperintendent and eech en,! in the Be * 
1 0 the dioceſe or province, 

They ſhalbgive public declaration of their eile, by the 
_C interpretation of ſome places of ſcripture. & 
|. "They ſhall be examined openly, in all the principal. Nr 
| that now are in controverſy; when they are 8 
the judgment of the brethren, they ſhoyld make ſund 

ermons before their congregations, before they be e 


In their Admiſſion, the offices and duty of miniſters and 
now's ſhould be declared by ſome godly and learned mini- 
 _ Mer; andi ſo NN beſore the people ſhould they be 
. placed in their kirks, and joined to their flocks at the de- 
re of the ſamen: Other ceremonies, except faſting with 
prayer, ſuch as laying on of hands, we Judge not t neceſſary 
in the, inſtitution of the miniſtry, 1 
Miniſters; ſo placed, may not for their own pleaſure. 
leave their own kirks, nor yet their kirks refuſe them, with- 
out fome weighty cauſes tried and known; but the general 
aſſembly, ſor good cauſes, may remove miniſters from place 
. to place, without the conſent of the particular kirks. 
Such as are preachers already placed, and not found 
qualified after this form of ial, ſhall be made readers + 
Ang fo ſor no fort of wen ſhall this deve end ee og | 
= de omitted. 1 9 73 | N / 
5 | V. Readers. Wt . N 
| Eaders are but for a time, till, thro* reading of $I 
- ſcriptures, they may come to further knowledge and 
exerciſe of the kirk, in exhorting and explaining of the 
ſcriptures, No reader fhall be admitted within twenty-one 
years of age; and unleſs there be an hope, that-by, reading 
he ſhould ſhortly come to exhorting. Readers, found un- 
able, aſter two years exerciſe, for the miniſtry, Wards wil 
i. removed and others as long put in their zoom. 
Do reader ſhall attempt to miniſter the i. un- 
til he be able to exhort and perſwade by wholeſome doc- 
trine. Readers in landwart ſhall teach the youth. of 125 pa- 
rochines 
| Miniſters and readers cs al vin ee bo- bak of th 
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een den {of Difepline. „ 
ola or New Teſtament, and continue upon it unto the ends "2 
5 and not to wh from place to e as the ue, . 


25 5 1 taps VI. Prouif far: Miniſters, * Ny 58 e 
. oh "HE miniſters ſtipend ſhould be moderated, that neis 7 
ther they have occaſion to be careful for the world, 

nor yet wanton, nor inſolent anyways z their wives ane 

* ren ſhould be « not CIR in the l oo 


des 3 — — * 


T # NN VII. 3 3 e 
EN of the beſt knowledge, judgment and converſs - 
tion ſhould be choſen for elders and deacons. Their 
E ſhall be yearly, where it may be conveniently ob 
ſerved. How the votes and ſaffrages may be beſt receiyed 3 
with every nian's freedom in voting, we leave to the judg- 
ment of every particular kirk. They ſhall be knack, ad- 
mitted and admoniſhed of their office; and alio the people, 12 
"I of their duty to them, at their firſt Aion e 7 
Their office is, to aſſiſt the miniſters in their execution | | 
of diſcipline, in all great and weighty matters. 
The elders ſhall watch upon all mens manners, W 
and converſation, that are within their charge: correct all 
| licentious livers, or elſe accufe them before the ſeſfion. -_ 
"ap hey ſhould take heed to the doctrine, diligence and be- 
haviour of-their miniſter and his houfhold ; INS if need be, 
admoniſh and correct them accordingly. 1 
It is undecent for miniſters to be boarded i in an dechbuld S 
or taver, or to haunt much in the court, or to be occupied | 
in council or civil affairs. 7 
he office of deacons is, to onther 108 diſtribute the | | 
4 of the. poor, according to the direction of the Seſſion: | 
| The deacons ſhould äſſiſt the aſſembly in judgment, and 0 
may read publickly, if need requires. be 
Elders and deacons, being judges of other mens manners, 4 
muſt, with their houſhold, live godly, and be ſubjedt to the bo 
cenſure of the kirk. 10 180 if 
It is not neceſfary't to appoint a pubtkek Ripend for AER. — 
and deacons, ſeeing they are changed yearly,” and ma 
do __ Wear own Yoeation with in che 90 © 158 the: = 


1 f 5 g 0 — 


? * 
. 6 I we # N 1 a 7 
. P. __ . * ” . 1 } * 
_ % < ; Pa” ; 8 4 2 N Fa 8 , by 
: Y « * oth 1 % £ +5 5 * F ” 0 \ a 
* PP 4 1 - * 1 „ 1 x - ». 44 WS 
| . N ; 85 e * "De EY a * .- 
1 0 1 { 2 < + ” 
* 4 i 4 4 ; + . 
4 4 ; * . : C 
1 1 T 1 N 1 
. 


. 8 , * _ | 1 . _ * HEL» " mY — F 
- 0 o 3 

7 4 * 4 13 

83 OY G 
\ 
5 * 7 
- * . 
30 | ; 


ne 
— 9 a 
r vu. rm % wy n 


HE POS Yay nomination, examination, and inſtitu - 
| tion of Superintendents, are at large contained in 
the Book Diſcipline, and in many things do agree WH d 
the examination and admiſſion of miniſters: principal towns 
ſhall not be ſpoiled of their miniſters, to be appointed ſu- 
are : Superintendents, once admitte * 
changed, without great cauſes and eduliderations. . * O08 
_ Syperintendents ſhall have their own ſpecial Kirks, beſide 
the common charge of others: They ſhall. not remain in 
one place, until their kirks be provided of miniſters or rea- 
ders: They ſhall not remain above twenty days ip one 
place in their viſitation, till they paſs thro! their bounds: 
They hall preach themſelves thrice in the week at the leaſt; 
When they come home again to their own kirk, they malt | 
be occupied in preaching and edifying of the kirk: They 
Mall not remain at their chief kirk above three or four 
months, but ſhall. paſs, again to their viſitation. 
In tbeir viſitation, . they ſhall not only preach, but alſo 
examine the doctrine, life, diligence and behaviour of the 
- miniſters, readers, elders and deacons, They {hall conſider 
the order of the kirk, the manners of the people, how the 
poor are provided, how the youth are inſtructed, how the 
diſcipline and policy of the kirk are keeped, ha hainous ; 
and horfible crimes are corrected: They ſhall admoniſh 
and dreſs things out of order with their council, as they 
may belt, Superintendents are ſuhject to the cenſure and 
correction, not only of the ſynodal convention, but alſo of 
their own kirk, and others within their juriſdiQion. What- 
ſomever crime deſerves correction or depoſition in any o- 
ther miniſter, the ſame deſerves the. like in the ſuperinten- 
dent; their ſtipend would be conſidered and augmented 
-abaye other 00 by reaſon of their beet We 0 


| 926 wal * 
0 eee 7: Diſeipline. | 0 
81 no common wealth can be governed —— 
tion of good laws, no more can the kirk be retgined ; 
in purity without diſcipline. 
Diſcipline ſtandeth in the. correction of theſe things that 
are contrary to God's law, for the edifying of the kirk. 
Acts within the eam n are a to the e hs 
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ſhall not 


5 e e 
1 and preachers, as the common people, 2 
ln ſecret and private fqults, the order preſcribed b:“ our A 1 | 
i maſter ſhould be obſerved, whereof we need not to write a8 | 
length, ſecing it 15 largely declared, i in the Bool of ome, 705 
munication *. UF” 
- Betore the ſentence proceed, labour ſhould be taken 9 
| the guilty, by, his friends, and public prayer made fe (2 
conyeriio unto God. When all is done, the miniſter ould 
alk, if any man will aſſure the kirk of bis obedience; N 
if any man promiſe, then the ſentence ſhall ſtay for en —_ 
If, after public proclaiming. of their names, they promiſe: 
obedience; that ſhould be Aae to the Kirk, who heard | 
their former rebellion... ? 
he ſentenee being once pronounced, "Oy 2 py” 8 
lick ſhould, haye company with them, under pain of ex- 
communitation, except ſuch. perſons as are exeemed by the 
law; their, children ſhould not be received to baptiſm in 
their. name, but by ſome member of the kirk, wWho ſhall . 
promiſe for the children, and deteſt the parents i impiety. 
Committers of horrible crimes. worthy of death, if the 
vil wan ſpare them, e ſhould. de bolden as dead to uy 
and curſed in their A 1 
If God move their hearts to repentance, the kirk nö _ 
deny: them Cangiliatian, their repentance being tried and 
found true. Some of the elders ſhould receive fuch perſons 
LOWS: 9 5 in token of ee ee \ bs 0 


$2 


TAPE; 5 © Marriage. bY 68 N 
Bause Pal care of others, ſball not marry ; without 
their conſent lawfully. required. | 
When the parents and' others are tiaigdand fhulborns 
then the kirk and magiſtrates ſhould enter in the parents Þ 
zoom, id decern upon the equity of the cauſe, without 
affection: The kirk and .. a all not ſute for them i 
that commit fornication, before they ſue the kirk. 
Promiſes of bairns Within age are null, except they de 
Td after they, come to age. Band of marriage ſnould be 
proclaimned upon three ſeveral Dons, to take "oy all 
\ excuſe of impediment... © 
5  Comiinicters of weder ſhould not be "overſeen by the” 
2895 M yt 114; kirk, 


ee Book of Poa Was written in rue. 2% 


2 wy not wwritcen till. . time Aer. 8 
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kirk, albeit the civil feordb overſee them; vie would be e e- 
5 ſteered as dead and excommunicate in their wicked fact. If 
ſuch offenders defire earneſtly to be reconciled to the kirk, 
we dare not refuſe them, nor excommunicate them, whom | 
God has brought to repentance. 
The party, that is proven to be innocent, ſhould be ad- 
des to marriage again. As for the party offending, all 
doubt of marriage would be removedif Ld civil ſword would 
Its YA gi God's word. 


* 4 . War Age, 21 i 
XI. F 
Oliey it is an nete of the kirk, tee ile 
Pa the ignorant, inflaming of the learned to greater ſer - 
vice, and for retaining of the kirk of God in good order. 
Of the parts of policy, ſome are neceſſary, and ſome not. 
| neceſſary abſolutely; Neceſſar is the true preaching of the 
word, the right miniſtration of the ſacraments, the com- 
mon- prayers, the inſtruction of the youth, the wp pport of 
the poor, and the puniſhnient of vice : bot ſingi ging of Coſalos 
certain days of the conventions in the week; thrice of twice 
_ preaching on week - days, certain places of ſcripture to be 
read when there is no deg with ſuch bs. are not 
E neceſſary. xt AIR FS | 
N In town, we require every nl, ade; ſermon: or public 
' prayers, with ſome reading of the ſcriptures; public pray- 
ers are not 'needful in the days of alin Teſt thereby + 
wee ſhould nouriſh the people in ſuperſtition, cauſing them 
| . underſtand that the public prayers ſucceed to the Papiſtical 
mals. In every notable town, we require that at leaſt 
one in the week, beſide the-ſabbath, the wRuy 11 con- | 
3 to the preaching 5 2 
. The ſabbath mull be kept ſtrictly! in all towns, both . 
aa aſternoon, e ee of the word; at aternoon 
upon the ſabbath, the catechiſm ſhall be taught the chil · 
dxen examined, and the baptiſm: miniſtred. Pub blic prayers 
mall be uſed upon the ſabbathz as well afternoon as before 
when ſermons cannot be hac. 
I,᷑: appertains to the policy of every b kirk The 
* your Los time when the — ſhall be winiſtred, ; 


| ys XII. Bap. iſm. 8 v3 tos | 
Þ A pülm may be miniſtredwhenſoever the word is 8 
wy n it walk R 
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1 Book 177 Din... V 
ud upon ſabbath · day, or upon the day of common-prayers: 93 
Thus we take away that error of the Papiſts, concerning the 
eſtate of the infants departing without baptiſm; we bring 

the miniſtration of baptiſm to the preſence of the people, to 

be kept in greater reverence, and to put every. one in re- 
membrance of the 127 of N in the: Fleck, now 
| many wax _ and cold. 


- 


HI. 7h Table... Ne $1 
He table of the Lord ſhall be miniſtred four times in i 
e year, and out ofthe times of ſuperſtition. We judge 
the ſirſt ſabbath of March, June, September, and Decembet, 

to be meeteſt: But this we leave to the Judgment of the 7 
en kirks. 

Let all miniſters be Algent, rather t inſtruct the re , 
Wer and to ſuppreſs /uper/tition, than to ſerve the yain 

tites of men. The miniſtration of the table ſhould * 

without ſharp examination going before, chiefly of them 
whoſe life, ignorance or religion is ſuſpected. We cahnot 
ſay the Lord's prayer, the articles of the faith, and declare 
the ſum of the law, ſhould not be admitted. ' Whoſs. will 
ſtubbornly remain ignorant of the principal points of our 
ſalvation, ſhould be excommunicate, with the parents and 
maſters that keep them in that ignorance. Every maſter of 
a houſhold ſhould be commanded, either to inſtruct his 
children and ſervants, or cauſe them to be inſtructed; and 

if they will not, the kirk ſhall proceed againſt tbem. 
It is very needful, that public examination of every per- 
| fon be made, at leaſt once in the year, by the AUNTS and 

elders... _ 

Every maſter and maſters of houſhold, ſhould come with 
| their houſhold and family, to give confeſſion of thele faiths | 
and anſwer to the principal points of our religion. 

We think it very expedient, that prayers be had daily in 
private houſes, at morning and at night, for the comfort 
and inſtruction of others; and this to be done * the _ 155 
grave and diſcreet perſon of the bouſe, SIP 4407 : 


Wan, © 


© | + LV. The Sarah 


N towns where We men are, the exerciſe: of the'ſcrip- 
tures ſhould be weekly. In this exerciſe, three only ry - 
Rene to F the 1 of the * and — of the _ 
ple. 
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J Me N 
pie. This exereiſe ſhall be upon ſome places of Scripe 
deore, and openly, that all that will may hear, and ſpeak their 
judgment, to the edifying of the kirk. In this kind of ex- 
ercile, the text is only opened without any digreſſing or ex- 
hbrtation, following the file and dependence of the text, con- 
futing all errors, as occalion ſhall be given. No man ſhould 


the e 


5 


move a queſtion, the which himſelf is not able to ſolve. 


The exerciſe being ended, the miniſters and elders preſent 
| ſhould conveen apart, and correct the things that haye been 


done or ſpoken without order, and not to the edifying af 
the kirk, In this public exerciſe, all affectation and vain 


# cuxioſity muſt be above all things eſchewed, leſt for edifying 
wee ſhould flander the kirk of God. 5 


* 


Miniſters within ſix miles about, ſnould come in willing- 
ly; and alſo, readers that would profit, ſhould come, both 


to teach others and to learn: Other learned men, to whom 
God has given the gift of interpretation, ſhould be charged 


N . VXVG. Schools. e 
D Ecauſe ſchools are the feed of the miniſtry, diligent 


care ſhould be taken over them, that they be ordered 


in religion and converſation according to the word. Ever 
town ſnould have a ſchool - maſter; and in land wart, the mini- 


ſter or reader ſnould teach the children that come to them. 


Men ſhould be compelled by the kirk and magiſtrates to ſend 
their bairns to the ſchools; poor mens children ſhould be 
helped. N „ 


_— HE univerſities ſhould be erected in this realm, St. 


Andrews, Glaſgow, and Aberdeen. Their order of 
proceedings, proviſion and degrees, with their readers and 
'officers, ' are at length declared in the Book of T's 
how many colleges; how many claſſes in every coll 
what ſhould'be taught in every claſs, is there expreſſed, 

A contribution ſhall be made at the entry of the ſtudents, 
For the upholding of the place, and a ſufficient ſtipend is or- 
dained for every member of the univerſity, according to 


_ 


XVII. Rents of the Kirk. 


TIE He whole rents of the kirk, abuſed in Papiſtry, ſhall 
I be referred again to the kirk, that thereby the mini- 
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"©" ſchools and the poor may be maintained within this 


realm, according to their firſt inſtitution. 


Every man ſhould be ſuffered to lead and 1 his own n 


tithes, and no man ſhould lead another man's. fitbes, The 
| up rmoſt cloth, the Cors-preſent, the Clerk-mail, the Paſch= 


diess, Tithe-ale, and all other things ſhould be diſcharg- oY 


The deacons ſhould take up FL: whole rents of the kick, ps 
diſponing them to the miniſtry, the ſchools and poor, with- 
in their bounds, according to the appointment of the kirk. 
All Friarics, Nunries, Chantries, Chaplainries, Annualren ts, | 
and all things doted F to the hoſpitality, ſhall be reduced to 
the help of the kirk. Merchants and craftſmen i in burgh, bl 
| ſhould contribute to. the ſupport of the kirk. 


XVIII. Burial. | 
TE deſire, that burial be ſo boards handled, that 
the hope of our reſurrection may be nouriſhed ; and 
all kinds of ſuperſtition, idolatry, and whatſomever thing 
proceedeth of the falſe opinion, may be ayoided. 
At the burial, neither ſinging of palms, nor reading, ſhall 
be uſed, leſt the people ſhould be nouriſhed thereby in that 


old ſuperſtition of praying for the dead: but this we remit 


to the judgment of the particular kirks, with advice of the 


miniſters. All ſuperſtition being removed, miniſters ſhall . - 


not be burdened with funeral ſermons ; ſeeing: that daily 
ſermons are ſufficient enough for miniſtring of the living. 
Burial ſhould be without the Se in a aug re, 59d PACE Ns 
We and kept honourably. 155 15 


XIX. Repairing of Kirk. Poe 8 
AHe kirk Ades crave moſt earneſtly the 6 ad bite 40. 3s 
fiſtance, for haſty repairing of all pariſh-kirks, where 


tlie people ſhould conveen for the hearing of the word, and : : ; 


receiving of the ſacraments: 'this reparation ſhould not only | 
be in the walls and fabric, but alſo in all things needful - 


within, ſor the . of ks Weed 1 


en s ſervice. 


Bs 3 Puniſhment of Profaners if the ly: | 


E deſire ſtrict laws to be made, ſor puniſhment of i ko 
wem r abuſe the Da 55 well as mini= 8 
8 B. 2 


* Ges. 


4 


E 8 4 Ke 
nilters 25 readers. The holy eee are abuſed . 
the miniſter is not lawfully called, or when they are given 
to open injurers of the truth, or to profane livers; or when 
they are miniſtred in a private place, without the word 
. preached, | + 
The Saane of ſcripture do plainly declare, that the 
* abuſers of the ſacraments, aud cotitemners of the word, are 
. worthy of death. 

This our judgment, for reformation of the Kirk; ſhall 
bear witneſs both before God and man, what we have cra- 
wed of the nobility, and how they have obeyed our Ag 
- 'admonitions. OY 


Thus far out of hu Book of Diſcipline, which Was fub- 
. 9 the wy and Lords. 


Aa of we Generel Aﬀembly, cabin the 
Gary of Policy. IN: 


April I 581, Seſſ. 9. 


POrafmuch as travels have been taten i in the Fur 

| ing of the policy of the kirk, and divers ſuits 
dive been made to the magiſtrate for the approbation 

ll tzhereof, which yet have not taken the happy effett 
= that good men would wiſh: Yet, that the poſterity 
7 may judge well of this preſent age, and of the mean- 
Ang ot the kirk, the Aſſembly hath concluded, that the 
Book of Polity, agreed to in divers Amblies before, 

| © ſoould be regiſtred in the Ads of the firk, and re- 
. main there ad perpetuam rei memoriam, and the co- 

' pies thereof to be taken by every preſbytery. Of 
which Book the tenor follaweth, viz, In the ſecond 

Book. of KEEGAN. | | 
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HESDS and CONCLUSIONS 


OF THE 
rorier of the KIRK: 
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Agreed uponin the 3 5585 | 
| Inſerted in the regiſters of Aﬀſembly 
1581; Sworn to in the NATIONAL Co- 
 VENANT ; Revived and ratified by the 
Aſſembly 1638, and by many other 
Acts of Aſſembly: And according to to 
which the Church Gore is eſta- 
bins byt the 5 un, I 8 and I OG 
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The Second Beok Y Drs SCIPLINE: 


o R, 


Heads and Concluſions. of the. Poller ; 
: of the KIRK. 


CHAP. 1. 


of the Kirk, and Policy thereof in general, and wherein it 
i different from thecivil Policy. 


[+ T* kirk of God ſometimes is largely taken, for all 


them that profeſs the evangel of Jeſus Chriſt; and ſo 
it is a company and fellowſhip, not only of the God- 
I, but alſo of hypocrites, profeſling always OUSLY the 
true religion. 
' Other times it is taken for the godly and elect only ; and 
ſometimes for them that exerciſe ſpiritual function in the 


| Congregation of them that profeſs-thie truth. 


The kirk in this laſt ſenſe hath a certain power granted 
by God, according to the which it uſes a proper juriſdiction 
"and government, exerciſed to the comfort of the whole kirk. 

This power eccleſiaſtical is an authority granted by God 


the Father, thro' the Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, unto his kirk 


gathered ; and having ground in'the' word of God, to be 

put in execution by them, unto whom the ſpiritual go- 

vernment of the. kirk, by lawful calling, is committed. 
The policy of the kirk, flowing from this power, is an 


order or form of ſpiritual government, which is exerciſed 


by the members appointed thereto by the word of God? 

and therefore is given immediately to the office-bearers, by 

whom it is exerciſed, to the good of the whole body. = 
This power is diverſly uſe 45 For ſometime it is * 


| Ser, chiefly by the teachers; ſometime conjunctly, b 3 


mutual conſent of them that bear the office and charge, a 
ter the form of judgment. The former is commonly cal- 


| led Poteftas Ordinis, 7 the other Poteſtat Furiſdlictionit. 


Theſe two kinds o oo have both one authority, one 
ground, one final cauſe; but are different in the manner 


and form of execution, as is evident by the ring of our | 
| Maſter in the 16th and 18th of Marthe. 


Thi 
« 
. | » | 
* «Nd 
* 


1 
4 


| * 0 0 


fiind, in the own nature, from that power and policy 


is called civil power, and appertaineth to the civil govern-  - 
ment of the commonwealth : Albeit they be both of God, 
and tend'to one end, if they be rightly uſed, viz, to advance 


the glory of God, and to have godly and good ſubjects. -. 


For this power eccleſiaſtical floweth immediately from, 5 
God and the mediator Jeſus Chriſt, and is ſpiritual and ha- 


ving a temporal head on the earth, but only Chriſt, the on- 
ly ſpiritual king and governor of his kirk. 


It is a title falſly uſurped by Antichriſt, , to call himſelf 


head of the kirk; and ought not to be attributed to angel, 
or man, of what eſtate ſdever he be,  faving. to Chriſt the 
any head and monarch in the kirk. 


_ © Therefore this power and policy of the kirk ſhould.lean | 
upon the word immediately, as the only ground thereof, 


and ſhould be taken from the pure fountains of the ſcrip- 


tures, the kirk hearing the voice of. Chriſt the only ſpiritual 4 


King, and being ruled by his laws. 


It is proper to kings, princes and magiſtrates, to be cal- 
led Lords, and dominators over their ſubjects, whom they 
ern civilly: But it is proper to Chriſt only to be cal- 
Hen and Maſter;in the ſpiritual government of thekirk; 


and all others, that bear office therein ought not to afurp 
_ dominion therein, nor to be called Lords, but only mini- 
ſters, diſciples and ſervants: For it is Chriſt's proper can 
to command and rule his kirk univerſally; and every 

_ ticular kirk, thro' his Spirit, and word, by the ante of 
men. 
Notwithſtanding, as winiſlers, ind others ofthe LY 


tical eſtate, are ſubje& to the magiſtrate civil, fo ought. the 


perſon of the Ran, be. ſubject to the kirk ſpicitually, 


and in eccleſiaſtical government, And. the exerciſe of both _ 


| theſe juriſdictions cannot ſtand in one perſon ordinarily. 
The civil power is called the pqwer a the ſwords and * 
other the power of the keys. 

Tube civil power ſhould command => ſpi Seal to exer- 
 " Cife, and to do their office according to the word. of God; 


the ſpiritual rulers: ſhould require the Chriſtian magiſtrate = 


to miniſter juſtice and puniſh vice, and to maintain the li- 
© berty and quietneſs of the kirk within their bounds. 


WD Eran + e things, for external 
oo 1 | B4 F 9 8 | 


| The Second Book of Difoipline, 15 
This power and policy eccleliaſtical is different and * c 
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a Sh l _ — — ＋ 


16 The Sew Book 5 Diebe. | wo 
peace, and quietneſs amongſt the ſubjects: The miniſter | 
Handleth-external things only for conſcience cauſe. . ..- 
Tbe magiltrate handleth external things only, and acti- 

ons done before men; but the ſpiritual ruler judgeth both 

in ward affections, and external actions, in reſpect of con · 
ſcience, by the word of God. | 

The civil magiſtrate craves and gets -obedience by the 
ſword, and other external means: But the na by the 
ſpiritual ſword and fpiritual means. | 
The magiltrate neither ought to preach, miniſter the fir | 
craments, not execute the cenſures of the kirk, nor yet pre- 
ſeribe any rule how it ſhould be done, but command the mi- 
niſters to obſerve the rule commanded in the word, and 
Puniſh the tranſgreſſors by civil means. The miniſters ex: 
erce not the civil joriſdidion, but teach the . how 
it ſhould be ezerciſed according to the word. _ 

The magiſtrate ought to aſſiſt, maintain and fortify: the X 
juriſdiction of the kirk. The Waren ſnould aſſiſt their 
princes in all things agreeable to the word, providing they 
neglect not their own _— by involving themſelves in 
civil affairs. 6 

Finally, as winiſters are ſobjecl to the judgment and pu- | 
Wer of the magiſtrate, in external things, if they of- 
fend; ſo ought the magiſtrates to ſubmit themſelves to the 
diſeipline of the kirk, if they e in matters e n., 

ene moe 1 3 ee 
„ 
Of. the Pelig & the Kirk, and perſons or Office- bearers, to 
whom the Adminiſtration is, committed. = 


A in the civil policy, the whole e a] con- 

ſiſteth in them that are gobernours, or magiltrates:: "8 
and them that are governed, or ſubjects: So in the policy 
of the kirk, ſome are appointed to be rulers, and the reſt of 
the members thereof to be ruled, and obey according to the 
word of God, and inſpiration of bis Spirit, always under one 
head and chief governour, Jeſus Chriſt. 

Again, The whole policy of the kirk conſiſteth in thee 
things, viz. in doctrine, diſcipline, and diſtribution. With 
doctrine is annexed the adminiſtration of ſacraments; and, 
according to the parts of this diviſion, ariſetb a threefold 
fort ot officers 3 in the __ 7 boa, of miniſters or TRY, | 

e » 
+1 : : 


. * ; 


The Second Book of Diſcipline. 17 

elders or governours, and deacons or diſtributers: And all 

| theſe may be called by a general word, miniſters of the 
kirk: For albeit the kirk of God be ruled aud governed 
by Jeſus Chriſt who is the only king, high-pricſt, and head 

thereof, yet he uſeth the miniſtry of men, as the moſt ne- 
ceſſary mids for this purpoſe. „ LE 


For ſo he hath, from time to time, before the law, under 
the law and in the time of the evangel, ſor our great com- 
fort, raiſed up men endued with the gifts of the ſpirit, for 
the ſpiritual government of his kirk, exerciſing by them his 

own power, thro” his Spirit and word, to the building uß 
of the ſame. . he Ori Rs e 11 
And, to take away all occafion of tyranny, hewilleth | 
that they ſhould rule with mutual conſent, as brethren, and 
with equality of power, every one according to their ſun e- 
,,, og LE 2 . 
In the New Teſtament, and time of the evangel, he hath _ 
uſed the miniſtry of the apoſtles, prophets, evangeliſts, paſ- 
tors and doctors, in adminiſtration of the word; the elder- 
| ſhip for good order, and adminiſtration of diſcipline ; the 
_ deaconfhip to have the care of the eccleſiaſtical goods, 
Some of theſe eccleſiaſtical functions are ordinarily, and 
- Tome extraordinary or temporary. There be three extra- 
ordinary functions, the office of the apoſtle, of the evan- | 
geliſt, and of the prophet, which are not perpetual, and now 
have ceaſed in the kirk of God; except when it pleaſed God 
extraordinarily for a time to ſtir ſome of them up again. 
There are four ordinary functions or offices in the kirk 
of God; the office of a paſtor, miniſter, or biſhop; the 
doctor, the preſbyter or elder, and the deacon, , _ 
_ _ Theſe offices are ordinary, and ought to continue per- 
petually in the kirk, as neceſſary for the government and . 

2 thereof; and no mo offices ought to be received or 
ſuffered in the true kirk of God, eſtabliſned according to 

eee e a e 


Ĩ herefore all the ambitious titles, invented in the king= i 
dom of antichriſt, and in his uſurped hierarchy, which are 
not of one of theſe four ſorts, together with the offices de- 
pending thereupon in one word, ought to be rejected. 
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0 ee 100 l . RY 
H ow the be Perſon that bear Eccleſiaſtical Function are 51 
* be admitted to their Office, e 


EE \ 7 Ocation or calling is common to all that mould r 


office within the kirk, which is a lawful way, by the 
which qualified perſons are promoted to wm Ipiritual office 
- within the kirk of God. 
Without this lawful calling it was never leiſom to any 
perſon to meddle with any function ecclefiaſtical, _ 
There are two forts of calling, one extraordinary, by 
God immediately ; as was that of the prophets and apoltles, 


Wich, in kirks eltabliſhed, and already well reformed, hath 


no place. 
© © The other calling is oe which, bilkdes the callin 
of God, and inward teſtimony of a good conſcience, ha 
the lawful approbation, and outward judgment of men, ace 
cording to God's word, and order eſtabliſhed in his kirk. 
None ought to preſume to enter into any office eccleſia- 
ſtical, without this teſtimony of a good conſcience before 
God, who only knows the hearts of men. 
This ordinary, and outward calling hath two parts, * 
tion and ordination. Election is the chooſing out of a 
ſon or perſons, molt able, to the office that yakes, by the 
judgment of the elderſhip, and.conſent of the congregati- 
on, to which the perſon or over! ſhall be appointed. 
The qualifications requiſite in all them who A ould bear 
charge in the kirk, conſiſt in ſoundneſs of religion, and 
Godlineſs of life, according as they are fulßtciently ſet forth 
in the word. 
In the order of ele ddion is to be eſchewed, chat any per- 
fon be intruded in any offices of the kirk, contrary to the 
will of the congregation to which they are en or 
witbout the voice of the elderſnip. | 
None ought to be intruded, or placed in the baer 1. 
ready placed, or in any place that vakes not, for any world- 


_— ly reſpect: And that, which is called the  benefice, ought 


to be nothing elſe but the ſtipend of the miniſſers that are 
lawfully called. 
Ordination is the reh and Gangifying of the per 
fon appointed, to God and his WT after he i is well tried 
and found Oe: | 


? 


The 


e e Brok ee 19 


The ceremonies of ordination are faſting, earneſt N 
er, and impoſition of hands of the elderſſiip. 
All theſe, as they mult be raiſed up by God, and by kim- + 


f made able for the work whereto they are called; ſo Gogh 


they to know their meſſage to be limited within God's 


word, without the bounds of the which they . not to 2 | 


ls. 

* theſeſhoald: take thoſe titles aud nettes duly (leſt 
they be exalted and puft up in themſelves) which the Scrip- 
_ tures give unto them, as theſe which import labour, travel 
and work, and are names of officers and ſervice, and not of 
Auleneſs, dignity, worldly honour or preheminence, which 

| by Chriſ our maſter is expreſly reproved and forbidden.- 
All theſe office-bearers ſhould have their own particular 
- flocks, amongſt whom they exerciſe their charge : And 


ſnould make reſidence with them, and take the inſpection 15 8 


and overſight of them, every one in his vocation, 
And generally theſe two things ought they all to reſ⸗ 


pect; The glory of God, and edifying of his Fa, in dif. 
i charging their duties in their calling.” | 


en i e 


- % 


8 & the Office bearers-in particular, and feſt of the Paſtors > 70 


or Miniſters, ' 


Jaſtors, bilkiops, or miniſters, are they bio are EDO | 


ted to' particular congregations, which they rule by 
che word of God and over the which they watch: In reſ- 


pet & whereof, ſometime they are called paſtors, becauſe they 
ed 


their congregation z ſometime  Epiſcopi, or biſhops, N 


becauſe they watch over their flock ; ſometimes miniſters, 
becauſe of their ſervice, and office; ſometimes alſo preſby- 
ters or ſeniors, for the gravity in manners which they ought 
to have in taking care of the ſpiritual Ines which 

| ought to be molt dear unto them. 
hey that are called unto the miniſtry, or that offer 


_ theinfelves thereunto, ought not to be elected, without * 
certam flock afligned unto them. 


No man ought to ingyre himſelf, or uſhrp this office, _ 


without a lawful calling. _ 

They who are once called by God, and duly. elected by 
man, after that they have once accepted the e of ow. 
: . my not leave theit N 5 


2 


| 


| 
1 
| 
i 
| 


20 Ihe Second Book of Diſcipline... 
The babes ſhould be admoniſhed ; and, i in caſe of 
obſtinacy, finally excommunicated. Y 
No paſtor may leave his flock without licence of the pro- 
vinctal or national aſſembly; which if he do, after admoni- 
tions not obeyed, let the cenſures of the kirk ſtrike upon him. 
Unto the paſtor appertains teaching of the word of God, 


in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, publickly and privately, alwa s 


travelling to edify,and to Cao bis conſcience, as Go 
word preicnbes to him. . 4 
| Unto the paltors only appertains the adminiſtration of 
the ſacraments, in like manner as the adminiſtration of the. 
word: For both are appointed by God, as means to teach 
us, the one by the ear, and the other by the eyes and other 
ſcnles; that by both knowledge may be transferred to the 
mind, 
3 appertains, by the ſame reaſon, to the paſtor, to pray 
for the people, and namely for the flock committed to his 
charge; and to. bleſs them in the name of the Lord, who 
Vill not ſuffer the e of his faĩthful ſervants to be 
frultrate.- 

He ought alſo to watch over the i manners of his flock, | 
that he may the better apply the doctrine to them, in re- 
- prehending the diſſolute perſons, and exhorting the Godly 

to continue in the fear of the Lord. 
It appertains to the miniſter, after lawful 3 by 
the elderſhip, to pronounce the ſentence of binding and 
looſing upon any perſon, according unto the power of the 
keys granted unto the kirk, _ 

It belongs to him likewiſe, after lawful proceeding i in the 
matter by the elderſhip, to ſolemnize marriage betwixt them 
that are to be joined therein; and to pronounce the bleſ- 
ſing of the Lord upon them that enter into that 5 band 5 
in the fear of Gd. 

And generally all ublic Jenunciations, that are to be 
made in the kirk, before the congregation, concerning the 
eccleſiaſtical affairs, belong to the office of a miniſter : For 


he is as a meſſenger and herald betwixt God and the © people, ö 
in all theſe affairs. ; | 


„ 4 p. Ar; 1 5 
18 Of Dodtors, and their Office; and 2 Fo: Schoolt... I 
15 Of: of the two ordinary and perpetual functions hut D 
| | travel! in the word, is the office e of the e Who 
; : * % * 3 


% 


is, Teacher of the catechiſm, and rudiments of religion. 


is office is, to open up the mind of the ſpirit of God 


| in the ſcriptures, ſimply, without ſuch applications as the 
miniſters uſe, to the end that the faithful may be inſtructed, 


and ſound doctrine taught; and that the purity of the goſ- ; 


e be not corrupted thro" ignorance, or evil opinions. 


3 h yy Book LS Gepe. „ * 
may be alſo called a prophet, biſhop, elder, catechĩſer; that | 


He is different from the paſtor, not only in name, but ; | 


in diverſity of giſts: For to the doctor is given the word 


of knowledge, to open uPs by ſimple teaching, the myſte- 


ries of faith; to the paſtor the gift of wiſdom, to apply 
the ſame by exhortation. to the manners of the flock, as | 


n craveth, - U. 


VDnder the name and office of a e we St | 
alſo the order of ſchools, colleges, and univerſities, which 


hath been from time to time carefully maintained, as well 


among the Jews and Chriſtians, as _— the profane na- 
tions. 


The doctor being an elder, as ſaid 1 is, ſhpuld aſſiſt ws Ka 
_ paſtor in the government of the kirk, and concur with the 
elders, his brethren, in all. aſſemblies, by reaſon. the in- 


terpretation of the word, which is only judge in eccleſia- 
ſtical matters, is committed to his charge. 


But to preach unto the people, to miniſter the 3 | 


and to celebrate marriages, pertain not to the doctor, un- 
| leſs he be otherwiſe called ordinarily ; howbeit, the paſtor 
may teach in the ſchools, as he who hath. the gift of know- 


ledge oftentimes meet for that end, as the N of Pe- 


5 OPM and others teſtify, Gc. 
de e , Sa go 
n Of Elders, and their Ofiee. 


\HE . elder, in the ſcripture, ſometime is mY 
name of age, ſometime of office. When itis the name 


Eo * any office, ſometime it is taken largely, comprehending 


as well the paſtors and doctors, as them who are called ſe 


niors and elders. * 
In this our diviſion, we call theſe elders, whom the a- 
poſtles call preſidents or governors: Their office, as it is 

ordinary, ſo it is perpetual, and always neceſſary in te 


ere of mon - The VE is a rio . as ĩs the 


| Elders, 3 


22 Tze Second Book if Diſeivline: 


Elders, ance-lawfully called to the office, and having 
gifts from God meet to exerciſe the ſame, may not leave it 
again. Albeit ſuch a number of elders may be choſen in 
certain congregations, that one part of them may relieve 
andther for a reaſonable time, as was among the Levites 
under the law, in ſerving of the temple. 1 
The number of the elders, in every congregation, can 
not well be limited, but ſhould be . to wy bounds 
and neceſſity of the people. 

It is not neceſſary that all elders be alſo dee of the 
word, albeit the chief ought to be ſuch; and ſo are wortby 
of double honour. 

| What manner of perſons they de to be, we: refer t 
to the expreſs word, and mente the canons written by 
tze apoſtle Paul. | 

Their office is, as well ſeverally as conjunctly, to watch 
diligently over the flock committed: to their charge, both 

publickly and privately, tht no corruption of religion or 
manners enter therein. { 

As the paſtors and Joins ſhould be. diligent i in teach- 
ing, and ſowing the ſeed of the word; ſo the elders ſhould 

be careful in ſeeking aſter the fruit of the ſame in the people. 


5 It appertains to them to aſſiſt the r in examination 
of „ that come to the Lord's ee em: viliting 
the ſick | 


They Would cauſe the acts of the aſcmblies, as well par- | 
ticular as general, to be. put in execution carefully. ” 
| They ſhould be diligent in admoniſhing all men of their 
duty, according to the rule of che evangel. | | 
Ih pings that they cannot correct by private edmonitions, 
| they ſhould bring to the elderſhip. 
Their principal office is, to hold aſſemblies with the paſ- 
tors and doctors, who are alſo of their number, for eſta= 
bliſning of good order, and execution of diſcipline; unte 
the which aſſemblies all e are e 8 e 
within their bounds, | 


0 the Elana, A 5 J Diele. 
| Lderſhips and aſſemblies are commonly conſtitute of 
Z paſtors, doctors, and ſuch as we aeg of .callelders, 
b what labour not in the word and doctrine; . 


a * 


_ ſeveral power, hath been ſpoken. 


Aſſemblies are of fourſorts. For either they are of par- . 


ticular kirks and congregations one or mo, or of a province, 


or of a whole nation, or of all and n nations Nennen 5 | 


one Jeſus Chriſt. 


All the eccleſiaſtical aſſemblies ee power to \conveen 
lawfully together, for treating. of things concerning the 


kirk, and pertaining to their charge. 


They have power to appoint times and places to that 


effect; and, at one meeting, to ne the Gets time wud 
place: for another. 155 
In all aſſemblies, a moderator ſhold be ae by com- 


mon conſent of the whole brethren conveened, who ſhould 
propone matters, gather the votes, and cauſe _ order 


to be kept in the aſſemblies, 


Diligence should be taken, chiefly by the moderator, that * 
only eccleſiaſtical things be handled in the aſſemblies; and 
that there be no meddling with ny thing pertaining 7 the | 


civil juriſdiction, 


Every aſſembly hath power to ſend forth from them; of 


their on number, one or mo viſitors, to ſee how all things 
de ruled in the bounds of their juriſdiction. 


- Viſitation of mo kirks, is no ordinary office 3 | 


in the perſon of one man; neither may the name of a bi⸗ 


ſhop be attributed to the viſitor only, neither is it neceſſary 
to abide always in one man's perſon; but it is the part f 


the elderſhipto ſend outqualified perſons to viſit pro Fe nata. 


The final end of aſſemblies is, Firſt, To keep religion 
pp doctrine in purity, without error and corruption. 1 


Mext, To keep comelineſs and good order in the kirk. 


For this order's cauſe, they may make certain rules and 
conſtitutions, appertaining to the good behaviour of all! 


the members of the kirk, in their vocation. 


They have power alſo to abrogate and aboliſh all ſtatutes 
and ordinances, concerning eccleſiaſtical matters, that are 
found noifom and unproſitable, and agree not ae time, 


or are abuſed by the people. 


ment upon all tranſgreſſors, and proud contemners 


5 N is in their hands. 
15 1 een, they be within 


The Second Book of Diſcipline. | 23 . 


They have power to execute eccleſiaſtical aiſcipline and 
of the good order and policy of the kirk; and ſo the whole 


8 gartis 9 2 


24 "I Second Book of Diſcipline. _ 


articular congregations, yet they exerce the power and 


Jjuriſdiction of the kirk with mutual conſent, and Pot 
bear ſometime the name of the kirk. + 
When we ſpeak of the elders of the particular con 


tions, we mean not that every particular 8 kirk can, or 
may have their own particular elderſhips, ſpecially in land- 


ward; but we think three, ſour, mo or fewer particular 


1 may bave one elderſhip, COMMON c them all, to 


Gs judge their eccleſiaſtical cauſes, - | 
Yet this is meet, that ſome of the 1 be obo coke 


ol every particular congregation, to concur with the reſt of 
their brethren in the common aſſembly, and to take up the 


declarations of offences within their own kirks, and bring 
them to the aſſembl ' 
This we gather out of the praclice of the primitive kirk, 


where elders or colleges of ſeniors were Ponce in cities 


and famous places. 

The power of theſe e elderſhips. is, to aſe al- 
gent labours in the bounds committed to their charge, that 
the kirks be kept in good order; to enquire diligently of 


; naughty and unruly, perſons, and travel to bring them in 
the way again, either by admonition or threataing of Yoo 2 


Jucdgments, or by correction. 
It pertains to the elderſhip, to take heed, that the — 4 
of God be purely preached within their bounds, the ſacra- 


ments rightly miniſtred, the diſcipline rightly maintained, 


and the eccleſiaſtical goods nncorruptly diſftibuted. 


It belongs to this kind of aſſembly, to cauſe the ordi- 
nancee, made by the aſſemblies provincial, national, ed gen. 


neral, to be. kept, and put in execution. 
To make conſtitutions; which concern 28 be in the 


ki rk, for the decent order of theſe particular kirks where 
| they govern ; providing they alter no rules made by the 
general or provincial aſſemblies z- and that they make the 
- provincial aſſemblies foreſeen of theſe rules that they ſhall 


- make, and aboliſh them that rend to hurt of the ſame. 
It hath power to excommunicate the obſtinate. 


The power of election of them, who bear eccleſiaſtical 


| charges, pertains to-this kind of aſſembly; within their own 


' bounds, being well erected, and conſtitute of ny paris 


8 ang elders of ſufficient ability. 


65 che 50 reaſon, their Krahn allo pertains to we | 


8 Fresgzs gs 0 


The Second Ces line; * 


kind of aſſembly; as of them that teach erroneous. 


againſt the kirk, manifeſt blaſphemy, ſimony, corruption 
of bribes, falſhood, perjury, whoredom, theft, drunkenneſs, 


- fighting worthy of puniſhment by the law, uſury; dancing, . 
infamy, and all ene that de erve leparaciow' n tbe 5 
Kirk. 


Theſe alſo, who are altogether found inſufficient td ex- 
ecute their charge, ſnould be depoſed; -whereof other kirks 


x be advertiſed, that they receive not the nee de- 
po 


7 do their office; 


Provincial aſſemblies; we call lawſul conventions of the ks 
, doctors, and other elders of a province, gathered 
for: the common affairs of the kirks thereof, which allo may. 


be called the conference of the kirk and 3 


- Theſe aſſemblies are inſtitute for weighty matters, to be 
bandled by mutual conſent, ang aſſiſtance of the brethren 


within that province, as need requires. 


This aſſembly hath en to handle, order, A 8 1 — 


corrupt doctrine; that be of ſcandalous life, and after ad- | 
monitions-defiſt not; that be given to ſchiſm, or rebellion 


Yet they ought not to be devoted; oo theo” age, fi fi = 7 
neſs or other accidents, become unmeet to do their office; 
in which caſe, their honour ſhould remain to them, their 0 
kirk ſhould maintain them, and others _— to PRO) to 


1 all things, omitted or done amiſs in the particular an- 5 


"Tt hath power to fe the office-bearers of that pro- 
vince, for good 3 juſt cauſes deſerving deprivatioun. 
And generally, theſe aſſemblies have the whole po-πðwer. 


of the particular elderſhips, whereof they are collected. 


The national aſſembly, which is general t& us, is a law- 


ful convention of the whole kirks of the realm or nation, 


where it is uſed and gathered, for the common affairs of 
the kirk, and may be called the general elderſhip of the 
whole kirks in the realm. None are ſubject to repair to 


this aſſembly to vote, but eccleſiaſtical perſons, to ſuch a 


number as ſhall be thought good by the ſame aſſembly, not 


excluding other perſons that will repair to the ſame em. 


bly, to propone, hear, and reaſon. 


This aſſembly is jſtitnteds that all things, either EI | 
pref done aids. 10 e 8 Wy, * de * 


_ 


a 


- | : perpetual eecleſiaſtical function in the:kirł of Gbriſt: 


26 "un duet ee OR 
Ih dend acc handled; and things, generally. ſerving far the | 
good of the whole body ob the kirk, within the nn | 
| be foreſten, treated, and ſet forth, to God's glory... 5 
It ſhould take care, bee in Pers uh * 
they are not planted. 5 
It ſhould preſeribe the, rule, hon tha othen else 
5 aſſemblies ſnould proceed in. alb things. 
This aſſembly ould take heed, that the ſpiritual ads; | 
diction, and civil; be not confounded; ten the: hurt a tie 
kirk z chat the patrimony oſ the kirk. be not canſumedʒ nan 
abuſed:. And generally concerning all weighty affaiss, that: 
concern the well and good order of the whole kirks ol the 
realm, it ought to interpone apthority: thereto. 
There is, beſides theſe, another aebi. — * 
ſembly, which is of all nations, and all eſtates: of * 
Vüthin the kirk, repreſenting the univerſal: kink uf Chriſty, 
Which may de called properly the general aflcanlily, ang 
neral council of the kirk of God. 

Theſe: aſſemblies, were appointecb and called togetherz, 
Filly, when any great ſchiſm.or:controvenly;imde@tines 
did ariſe in the kirk: And were convacate-atootamandzal# = 
godly emperors, being for: the! time; for avoiding: af ſchiſms 
within.the-univerſalkirk of: God which, becauſethep ar- 


- .22in not to the 1 een eg pe . 22 
N. r e 


| CHAP. vn. 
cen. Daacens and their Offices had ordinary ue, 

; PN TI iu i be Kirks, - | 
3 ſometimes is. lagi gn =; 
prebending all them that ene en | 
A e fonction in the kirk. 

But now, as we ſpeak, it. is taken as das: 
| ahom- the collection and diſtriburioniof: the: pray Ver 

faithful, and eccleſiaſtical goods, doth belong. ee 

| The office of the:deacons, ſo taken, 9 


Ol what properties and duties he ought to be; een | 
| calted to this fonction, wo remit· it. to. the maniſefti lr 1 
_ twres. Th 

The deacon buglit to his Seer dete en 
2 he nich * 


This they ought 10 dog abrotbeing to the! goagbent 194 


4 1 of the preſbyteries, or elderſhip $ (of che whith 
| the degcons ate not members) that the nee f the 


Kirk and 72 de bor OR to e went en e or 


15 Is e WO Pe ES? the 

ofa the N of the Kirk, and Diftribution chiral. 
DN ej 8 oſ the * we mean whatſoever thing 
855 hatth Ren . fore, or llialf de in mes Le 


given, or 


d atilley 
- $6 that under the patfimody we comprehend all things 


4 — , or to be given, to ine kirk and ſervice of God; is 
ds, buildings, poſſeſſions, annualretits; and all fach like, 3 75 


wherewith the kirk is doted, either by donations, ſounda- 


. e Book ebene, „„ 
- Theiy offits and power is to rective,' and to FOR 
the whole cealefiaſtical pods "une: EO: is Who they 
_ " te appointed, 0 2150 | 


— 


beg the Chtitian religion, applied. to the'poblic 1 ole | 


tions, mortifications, or any other lawſul titles, of kings, 


prinees, or any perſons inferior to thent, iggethet h the 
continual Stag of the faithful, 


We comptebetid alc an ſuch tinge; as by Jas or Sulf. 


ror; of uſe of cauntries, have been applied to the uſt and 


utility of the Kirk; bf the which fort are kjends, minſeb, 


ws, and univerſal eeſtorti; are poſſeſſes: by the kirk. 


| We it to the particular prot ofane ae of 25 petloh, 
del Bold it s deteſbible faeritepe beſote God. 


'S cafe or folicitude; - © 


"Hi the aþoftolics? bie, We eaten were api to 8 


collect and diſtribute what ſam foever was collected of the 


to diſtñjbute vittb- the hecellity of" the aus; fo : 


chat none lacked Hinotig the faitbffn. 
Theſe collections were not only of inet Whidh was l. 


jected in manner of alms; a8 fome ſoppoſe, but of other 


* had * ö 3 
: 4 a> - 


s; and ſuch te, Which by eoftimon and ronlcipal 3 
Fas any of this patrimony by eats and 
The goods ecclelialticat 6v8ht'1e) bs ediagedand iſtri- | 


Vuted by the deacon, & the wotd of Goff appoints that 
they who bear office in WE Kirk be Sen ary; without : 


Lu 


* — = - * v — * p 


r 
8 IIs 4 
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* 28 be Sead Book of. Diſtipline. 


þ 78 price thereof was brought to the feet of the apoſtles- 
IThis office continued in the deacon's hands, who intro- | 


hs — with the whole goods of the kirk, ay and while the 


ellate thereof was corrupted ,by.. antichrilt as the; ancient 
_ #canous-bear Witneſ . 7 

The ſame canons make eon ob a fourfold. i. 

Jon of the patrimony of the kirk, whereof one part was ap- 
lied to the paſtor or biſhop, for bis ſuſtentation and hoſpi- 
tality; another to the elders and deacons, and all the = 


gy; The third to. the poor, lick perſons and ſtrangers ; 


The ſourth to the upbolding of other affairs of the ire, 
eſpecially: extraordinary. 
n 


We add hereto the ſchools 2 PI a Bae * 

ought and may be well ſuſtained of the ſame goods, and are 
ene, under the clergy. To whom we join alſo 
elerks of afſemblies, as well particular as ca Syn- 
dicks, or procurators of the kirk-affairs, takers up of 
. ms, and ſuch like other n olcers of ae Kirk 


o far as ay e 6 i 8 


3 


. #414 dJ of; X 4 RM W 
mY #1 3.98 f 144 Jain 


bt ae "c H A, P. x. 88 1 
84 Of the affe e cui, Megitrate, in the ind. 
20 LTHOUGH all the pt Bak . 


den, every one in their yocation, and according there - 
to, to advance the kingdom of .Jeſus Chriſt, ſo fax as tem 


"in their power; Jet chiefly. Chriſtian princes, and other 
magiſtrates, are holden. to do . 


For they are called in the ſcripture, nouriſhers of the 


kirk z ; for-lo much as by them it is, or at leaſt ought to be 
| maintained , foltered, upholden, and defended againſt all that | 


would procure the hurt thereof. 5 Nt. 
80 it; pertains to the office of A. Chriſtian magiſtrate, to 


* aſſiſt and. ſortiſie the godly. proceedings of the en in all 


behalfs; and namely, to ſee that the public eſtate and mi- 
niſtry thereof be aninnpige dend Ada as it appertains, 


' according 10 Calls end. 4h + 04 19.b, 4.9 og 


To ſee that the kirk Boat javaded, nor _ by halle 
teachers; and hirelings; nor the room.: thereof occupied 
by dumh dogs, or'idle.bellies.,, ..-.,. ..,..;- 

To aſſiſt and maintain e RING of. the kirk, $4 pu- 
|  niſhchemcivilly that a not obey the e of ine ſame, 


: OTIS . . 7 * | 7 Rs * * wt „ 2 with- 


15 


<p oy 
ab. 


Th Oey" Bonk of. Dijeipline: | 75 | 
_ without confounding UW ys'the one Joriicyen with the 12 


Gi „„ JOU IV 15 1 Aan 1 


* 
15 


0 tos: that fafficient Werde be W fob rhe miniſtry, — 5 
ſchools, and the poor: And, if they have not ſufficient 
to await upon their charges, to ſupply their indigence even” ; 
with their own rents, if need eine: ITE * 
Jo bold hand as well to the ſaving of their perſons From” 
_ injury and open violence, as to their rents and poſſeſſions, ' 
that they be not defrauded, robbed, nor ſpoiled thereof.” 
Not to ſuffer the patrimony of che kirk to be applied to 
ofane and unlawful uſes, or to be devoured by idle bel- 
ies, and ſuch as have no lawvſul function in the kirk, to 
the 'buxt of the miniftry, ſchools, poor, and other godly 
uſes, whereupon. the ſame ought to be beſtowed.” 
To make laws and conſtitutions; agreeable to God's 
word, for advancement of the kirk, and policy thereof, 
ithout uſurping any ching that pertains not to the en :- 
ſword, but belongs to the: offices that are merely eccleſia / 3 
ſtical, as is the miniſtry of the word and ſacraments, uliag © © 
| ecclebialtical diſcipline, and che ſpiritual execution theteof, 
or any part of the power of the ſpiritual keys, which bur — 
maſter gave to the apoſtles, and to their true ſucceſſors. "MN 
And altho' kings and princes; that be godly; ſometinies 
by their own authority, when the kirk is corrupted;and alt 
things out of order, place miniſters and reſtore the true ſer- 
vice of the Lord, after the example of ſome godly kings 2 
N of Judah, and divers godly emperors, and kings alſo, in 
the light of the New Teſtament; Yet, where the miniſtr7 
of the kirk is once lawfully, conſtitate, and they that are 
5 do their office faithfully, all godly princes and ma- 
be ſtrates ought to hear and obey their; voice, and 1 
r N ſon of God ſpeaking | in ny, 10 Yao” 


A \ * 2 * 
9 ee 
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| 


" HA Po, Xt. $H 111 E. Ki 8 f 
. th green abuſes. FP: in the Kit $ which; We. dew 
4 f Are 4 be reformed. 84 „ Ern Sag” 


8 it is the duty: of the godly et to waintein 
the preſent liberty, which God hath granted' ta the 

- ing of bis word, and the true adminiitration of the 
ſacraments within; this realm; ſo it is to provide, that all 
abuſes which yet © remale. nmr _ e and h 

. oo token Es 33 e ee 


5 c 3: be; here. 
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| 


them ..that.. be. qualified in worldly affairs, or to ferve i 


court; but of ſuch as are qualified to teach God's #1 
having their lawful: admiſſion; of the Kirk. 
Kae ps, if the name Balonorer he properly taken, 
| they are all one with the Wo as before was Gt 


ve Scene Book of Diſcipline, | 
Thereſore, Ning, The admiſſion of men to papiſtical 


titles of benefices, ſuch as ſerve not, nor have no ſunctien 


in the reformed. kirk of Chriſt, as abbots, commendators, 
priors, prioreſſes, and other titles of abbacies, whoſe SE, 


_ are-now.for the moſt part, by the juſt judgment of 
demoliſhed and purged of idolatry, is a NG abuſe, d 4 / 
not to receive the kingdom of Chriſt among Un, | bur rother 
to reſuſe it. 


Such likeythat they that of old were called the Chapters 


and conyents of abbeys, cathedral kirks, and like places, 
ſerye for nothing now but to ſer feus and tacks, if any 


thing be Jeſt of the kirk lands and tiends, in hurt and pre- 


judice thereof, as daily experience teacheth; and therefore 


ought to be utterly abrogate and aboliſhed. 

Of the like nature are the deans, arch · deacons, ae, | 
ſubchantors, treaſurers, chancellors, and others having the 
like titles flowing from the pope and . r 8 


5 have no place in the reſormed kirk. bs 


_ The kirks alfo which are united tepother, and joined 


annexation: to their benefices, ought to be ſeparated and 


divided, and given to 5 eee as God's word | 
craves. 


Neither aught ſuch abuſers of the Kirk- .patrimony' to 


have vote in parliament, nor ſit in-couneil, under the name 
of the Kirk and Kirkmen, to the hurt and prejudice of the 
liberty thereof, and laws of the org mae in ent of 


the reformed Kix. 

Moch lels is it lawful, that any pee a mongſ theſe 
men ſhould have five, Gxteen,) Py or more Kirks, all 
having the charge of ſouls, and enjoy the patrimony there- 
of, either by admiſſion of the prince, or of the Kirk, | in this 
light of the evangel. For jt is but a mockage, to crave 


| reformation where ſuch like have place. 


. And in ſo far as, in the order taken at Leith in the y 
of our Lord 1371. it appears that ſuch may be hed 


being found. qualified: either that pretended order is a- 
gainſt all good order, or elſa it mult be underſtood, not of 
in 


88 


=x y vile nor they may lawfully. 


Nee From? tf Op 81 ; 
Fort ; t . tovdthip, bor of of- 1 
toe und warching. | 
Tet, becauſe in the orrüptlon of the Kirk, this wanie 

u other) hath been abuſed, und yer is likely 20 be, we 


_ cant wilden the faſkdon of theſe wew⸗chofen bifiops;/noi- © Þ 


Ther ofthe <haprers, thac are electors of them co 
. as they are choſen unto. 

Troe biſhops ſhould addict the, d0 4 1 
Rock: which ſundry of them refule ; neither flould*they 


of Chritt, an thefe men do. 
Faſtore, in fo far as they ure paſtors, have not the viſiee 
of vitemion of mo Reke joined de the ene without 

Ic is © oorraption, thetbiſtopt howld dave further bounds 


No man 'ovight to have the 'office of vifition, but he 
that is lawfully choſen thereunto. | 
Tbe elderſhips, being well 'cſtabliſhed, have power- to 
Landl rei viſitors one or mo, with cormmilkon to viſit the. 
— bounds within their elderſhip ; and like wiſe, after accom _ 
taken of them, either continne them, or remove them from 
dime to time, to the which clderſhips' they ſhould be al- 
ways ſubject. 4 
be civil e eee i the perſon ora paſtor, f is A vb 
ruption. It agreeth not wit the word vf God, that biſhops. | 
| ſhould de paſt 
8 yet without a certain flock, and withobt 3 tuching. 
Ĩ1 agreeth not with the feriptures, 
exermed from the correction of their en, and Gk. | 
pline of tlie partieular elderſbips of the Kitk wiitre they : 
mall ſerve, neither that they uſubp the offtce of villtariy 
of other Kirks, nor any other function beſide other ifi- 
API ſo far as ſhall be commiitred to łhem by the Kirk. 


8 


vhup lordſhip over their brethten, and over the inhoritance 15 x 


ors of paſtors, paſtors of many flocks; r 
t ey mould be 


Wherefore we deſire the bifiops that how ate, tithe? 8 9 f 


aprer v5 ther: ondet thas Wü Wort} requires in cher, | 
_ the general Kirk will preſcribe unto. them, net paſſitg cer | 


dounds either in cecleliaſtictt or civil withits, or: elle th be. A ; 


depoſed from all functien in the Kirk. 
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prises, "when they are requlred, in al 
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. arliament, or-otherwiſe ; ; providing always they neither 
neglect their own charges, nor, thro flattery of princes, | | 
burt the public eſtate. of the Kirk. - | | 
- But generally we ſay, No perſon, ander whatſoever title 
1 of the Kirk, and ſpecially the abuſed titles of papiſtry, of 
prelstes, convents, and chapters, ought to attempt any act 

in the Kirk's name, either in council or parliament, or out 5 
of council, having no commiſſion of the, reformed Kirk 
within this realm. 
And by act of 1 it is VARY that the papit- 7 
tical Kirk and juriſdiction ſhould have no place within the 
ſame, and no biſhop nor other prelate, in times coming, 
ſhould uſe any juriſdiction flowing from his authority. 
And again, that no other eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction ſhould 
de acknowledged within this realm, but that which is and 
ſhall be in the reformed Kirk, and, flouing therefrom. 
So we eſteem holding of chapters in a papiſtical manner, 
F either in cathedral Kirks, abbeys, colleges, or other con- | 
. ventual places, uſurping the name and authority of the 
| Kirk, to hurt the patrimony thereof, or uſe any other act 
dio the prejudice of the ſame, ſince the year of our Lord 
1 1560, to be an abuſe and corruption, contrary to the li- 
|. berty of the true Kirk, and laws of the realm; and there- 
| _ fore ought to be annuled, reduced, and, in times coming, 
| a diſchargd. 
IT̃l ue dependencies alſo of, the papiſtical jurifdiion are 
to be aboliſhed ; of the which ſort is the mixed juriſdicti- 
on of the commiſſars, i in ſo far as they meddle with eccle- 
fl.aſtical matters, and have no commiſſion of the Kirk there- 
to, but were elected in time of our ſavereign' s mother, 
when things were out of order. It is an abſurd: thing, that 
/ſoveral of them having no function of the Kirk, ſhould be 

Judges to miniſters, and depoſe them from Heir places. 

| + = they either would be diſcharged to meddle with 
* eeccleſiaſtical matters; or it would be limited to them in 
What matters they might be Jodges, and not bam che liber- 

: ty of. the Kirk. 5 
They alſo that F verge of the, exdleſialiical eſtate 
in the Pope's Kirk, or. that are admitted:of new to the pa- 
| piſtical titles, and now are. tolerate by the laws of the realm 
to poſſeſs the two. part 'of. their « glefiaſlical rents, ought . 
"oF 1 have any 1 GE * nem aun. the 
_ 9+... .* N e 8 5 7 
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e and granted to them for their lifetimes, and 

not under the abuſed titles wbich they had, to diſpone the 
Kirk - rent, ſet. tacks and feus thereof at their pleaſure, to 


he great hurt of the Kirk, and poor labourers that dwell 
upon the Wal bnd, contrary to all ag wann ns 5 


Es 3 * 25 
"wa pi Lay 4 5 11 A p. XII. ect r r hes: 


len ſpecial Fark of Reformation, which ive crab 
Harſoever hath been ſpoken of the offices of the kirk, 
| of the ſevera} power of the office-bearers, of their 
| 40 power allo, and laſtly of the patrimony of the kirk, 
we underſtand it to be the right reformation which God 
craves at our hands, that the kirk be ordered according 
thereto; as with chat order which! is uu agrevable.” to 5 
nne | 
But, Wartet en Wa be touched] in mes | 
concerning: the eſtate of the country, and that which We 
principally ſeek to be reformed in the W we e have 8 of 
ted them in theſe heads following. | 
Seeing the whole country is dividedints provinces; and 2 
theſe provinces again are divided into;pariſhes, as well in 
landward as in towns; in every pariſh and reaſonable con- 
gregation, there would be placed one or mo paſtors to feed 
the flock z and no paſtor or miniſter always to be burdened 
2 the particular charge of no kirks or flocks than one a- 
And, beemile:i it would be thought . to and out yk. | 
wy Foun or miniſters to all the pariſh kirks of the realm, as well 
in landward as in towns; we think, by the advice of ſuch as 
commiſſion may be given to by the kirk and prince, pariſhes 
in landward, or {mall-villages, may be Jagel. two or three 


or more in ſome places together, and the prince _ ard-moſt | | 


commodious kirks to ſtand, and be repaired ſufficiently, and 
qualified miniſters placed thereat; andthe other kirks; which | 
are not found neceſſary, may be ſuffered io decay, their 
kirk - yards always being kept for burial · places; and in ſome 
places, where need requires, a pariſh, where the congrega- Ty 
tion is over-great ſor one kirk, may be divided in tuo ot mo. 
Doctors would be appointed in Univerſities, Colleges, and 

in other places needſul, and ſufficientiy provided for, to o- 


up the meaning of the ſcriptures, and to have 5 9 LY 


of ſchools, — the * 8 


80% 


44 — of Dipeiptie, 
As for elders, there would be ſome to be cenſurers of the 


manners of the le, one or mo in every congregation, 
but not an afforibly! of elders 3 in e, = 
only in towns and famous places, where reſort of men of 
judgment and ability, to that effect, may be had, where the 
elders of the particular kirks about, may conveen together, 
and have common elderſhip, and aſſembly place among 
| them, to treat of all things that concern War congreeations 
of which they have the overſight. 1 
And, as there ought to be men appointed to unite and 
divide the pariſhes, as neceſſity and commodity requires; ſo 
there would be appointed b he general kirk, with aſſent 
of the prince, ſuch men as fear God, and know the eſtate of 
the countries,that were able tonominate and deſign the places 
where the particular elderſhips ſhould conveen, taking conii- 
deration of the dioceſes as they were divided of old, "and of 
the eſtate of the countries and provinces of the realm. ; 
| Likewiſe, concerning provincial and (ynodal afſemblies, 
conſideration were eaſy to be taken; bow many, and in 
what places they were to be holden, and how oft they 
ſhould conveen, ought to be referred to the liberty of the 
general kirk, and order to be appointed therein, 
The national aſſemblies of this country, commonly cal- 
led the general aſſemblies, ought always to be retained in 
their own liberty, and to have their own'place; with power 
to the kirk to appoint times and places convenient for the - 
ſame; and all men, ns well magiltrates as inferiors,'to be 
ſubject to the judgment of the ſame, in ecclchaſtical cauſes 
without any reclamation or . e to w judge, ci. 
vil or eceleſiaſtical within the realm. 
The liberty of the election of De called to the ach 
Gaſtical functions, and obſerved without intetruption, fe 
long as the kirk was not corrupted by Antichriſt, we deſire 
to be reſtored and retained within this realm: So that none 
be intruded upon any congregation, either by the prince, 
or any inferior perſon, without lawful election, and — aſ· 
ſent of the people over whom the perſon is placed: as the 
Practice of the RAY and privitive 7 75 e or. 
det erave, 
And becauſe this ee which God's 85 e can 
not ſtand with patronages and preſentations to beneſices u- 
Des! kirk, 3 — 


ns 
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God, earneſtly to conſider that ſoraſmueh as the names of 
patronages. and benefices, together with the effect thereof, 
have flowed from the pope, and corruption of the canon 
law only, in ſo far as thereby any perſon was intruded or 

placed over kirks, having earam auimarum; And for a- 

much as that manner of proceeding hath no ground in the 
word of God, but is contrary to the ſame,” and to the faid 
liberty of election, they ought not now to have place in this 
light of reſormation: And therefore, whoſoever will em- 
brace God's word, and defire the kingdom of his Son Chriſt '# 
Jeſus to be advanced, they will alfo embrace and receive 
that policy and order, which the word of God, and up- 
right eſtate of his kirk, erave; other wiſe it is in vain that 
they have profeſſed the fame, 
Notwithſtanding, as concerning other patronages of bene» 
fices, that have nat curam animarum, as they fpeak, ſuch 
as are chaplainries, prebendaries, founded upon temporal 
lands, annuals, and ſuch like, may be referved unto the an- 
cient patrons, to diſpone hereupon, when they vaike, to 
ſcholars and burfars, as they are required by act of parlia- 
w. n n e n e ene 
As for the kirks-rent in general, we deſire that order be 
admitted and maintained amongſt us, that may ſtand with 
the ſincerity of God's word, and practice of the kirk of Chriſt. 

To wit, That, as was before ſpoken, The whole rent 
and patrimony of the kirk, excepting the {mall patronages 
before-mentioned, may be divided in four portions; 
One thereof to be aſſigned to the paſtor for his entertain- 
ment andhofpitality; Another to the elders, deacons, and 

other officers of the kirk, ſuch as clerks of aſſemblies, ta- 
kers up of the pſalms, bedels and keepers of the kirk, fo far 
as is neceſſary, joining with them allo the doctors and 
fchools, to help the ancient foundatians, where need re- 

_ quires: The third portion to be beſtowed upon poor mem. 
ders of the fairhſpl, and on hoſpitals: The fourth for 
reparation of the Ricke, and other extraordinary. charges, - 

an are profitable for te kirk ; and allo for the common 

ah, Fe EO Ln ey» | 


We dehire therefore the eccleſiaſtical goods to be uplift. 
ed; and diſtributed faithfully to whom they appertain; and 
that by the miniſtry of the deacons, "to wbole:officc pro- 
perly the colleQion and diſtribution thereof belongs; _— i 
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te poor may be anſwered of their portion thereof, and they 
| of the miniſtry live without care and ſolicitude ; as alſo,” | 
the reſt. of the treaſure of the kirk ny: be reſerved, A de⸗ 
{towed to their right uſees. 
If theſe deacons be elected with fach+qualities-s as God's 
word craves to be in them, there is no fear that they ſhall 
abuſe themſelves i ip their een the progine ealleQors did 
beſore. 

Vet, becauſe this vocation appeareth to many 10 be dan- 
getous, let them be obliged, as they were of old, fo give a 
yearly account to the paſtors and elderſhip; and, if os kirk 

and prince think expedient, let cautioners be obliged for 
their fidelity, that the kirk-rents nowiſe be dilapidate. 
And, to the effect this order may take place, it is to be 
ee that all other intromitters with the kirk - rent, col- 
fegors general or ſpecial, whether it be by appointment of 
the prince, or otherwiſe, may be denuded of further intro- 
miſſion therewith, and ſuffer the kirk-rents, in time coming 
to be who intromitted with by the miniſtry of the a : 
cons, and di (tribute to the uſe before mentioned. 

And alſo, to the eſſect that the eccleſiaſtical rents may, 
ſuffice to theſe. uſes for the which they are to be appoint- 
ed, we think it neceſſary to be deſired, that all alienations, 

fetting of ſeus, or tacks of the rents of the kirk, as well 
lands as tiends, in hurt and diminution of the old rentals, 
be reduced and annulled, and the patrimony of the kirk . 
reſtored to the former old liberty. Fd 

And likewiſe, that in times coming dhe tiends be ſet to 
none but to the labourers. of the ground, or elſe not ſet. at 


1 5 as Lak are upon, ſublcrivgg by, the nanny go a 


| Feen XIn. 1 * 
The iti ity! 18 all flow ſrom this refermation | to 41 * 
| Feing the end of this ſpiritual governnment and policy, 
| whereof we ſpeak, is, that God may be along. the 
kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt advanced, and all, who are of his 
myſtical body, may live peaceably in conſcience; There- ; 1 
fore we dare boldly affirm, that all thoſe who ak true re-, 
ſpect to theſe ends, will even for conſcience cauſe, gladly * ; 
| gree and conform. themſelyes te this. order, 20 7 advance, 
4 the ſame, ſo far as lieth in them, that * con {cience. ack 
: n 
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Next, We ſhall become an example and pattern of good 
and godly order to other nations, countries and kirks, pro- 
_ feſſing the ſame religion with us: That as they have 5 
fied God, in our continuing in the ſincerity of the word hi- 
therto, without any errors (praiſe to his name:) So they 
may have the like occaſion in our converſation, when as we 
conform ourſelves to that diſcipline, policy and good or- 
der, which the ſame word, and purity of reformation crave - 


at our hands. Otherwiſe that fearful ſentence may be juſt- 
and not doing it, &c. 


Moreover, if we have any Pity or reſpect to the poor 


members of Jeſus Chriſt who ſo 2 increaſe and multi- 
ply amongſt us, we will not ſuffer them to be longer de- 


in giving full obedience ta that which God's word; and th® I 
teſtimony of their own conſcience, do crave; and in re 
_ fuſing all corruption contrary to the ſam. „ 


trauded of that part of the patrimony of the Kirk, which 
juſtly belongs unto them: And by this order, if it be duly 


put to execution, the. burden of them ſhall be taken off us, 


ſor not taking order with the poor among us, and cauf- 
ing the word which we profeſs to be evil 


ſciences of the ſimple and godly. _. 


. » * ” 


© Beſides this, it ſhall 


a 43 4 | 7 
the whole common 


people, it relieving them of the build- 
Ne 


in payment of their tiends; and ſhortly in all theſe thing 


| whereunts they haye been hitherto rigorouſly handled by 
them that were falſly called Kirk: men, their tackſmen, fac- 


tors, chamberlains and extortioners.. 


* 


. * 4 
& T4, * 


the country, this profit ſhall redound, tar the other affairg 


of the Kick being ſufficiently prBvided,, according to the 


diſtribution, of the which hath been ſpoken, the ſuperplus, 


being collected in the treaſure of the Kirk, may be profit- 
ably employed, and liberally beſtowed upon the extraordi- - 
2 .. ee. SEA. * 


rofeſs t poken of, giving 
occaſion of ſlander to the enemies, and offending the con- 


ir Kirks, in building of bridges and 


do our great comfort; the ſtreets ſhall be cleanſed of the | 
cryings and murmurings of them, ſo as we ſhall no more 
be any ſcandal to other nations, as we haye hitherto been; 
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und Tre of tha pare, which Is appolnicd for repre» 
tion Kirks. ks nr Nr Ain 1 BA LN « : a | 
apply themſelves to 


So to conclude, all being willing to | 
this order, the people ſuffering themſ{lyes to be tuled ac- 


bs cording thereto; rhe prince and magiſtrates not being ex- 


emed, and they that are placed in the eceleſiaſtical eſtate 


rightly raling and governing; God ſhall be glorified, the 
Kirk edified, and the bounds thereof enlarged j Cheiſt je- 
ſas and his kingdom ſet up; Satan and his kingdom ſub- 


| 'verted: and God ſhall dwell in the mid} of ue, to dur 
comfort, thro? Jeſus Chriſt; who, together with the Father 


and the Holy Ghoſt, abides bleſſed in all eternity, Amen. 


: ; Aſſembly at Edinburgh, 4 Auguſt 1590. Sir 10. = 


OR as much as it is certain, that the word of God 

cannot be kept in its own fincerity, without the holy 
difcipline be had in obſervance; tt is therefore by com- 
mon conſent of the whole brethren, and comiiſfioners pre- 


kent, toicladed;” That whoſbever hath born office in the 


miniſtry of the Kirk within rhis realm, or that preſently 


\\ bears, or ſhall hereafter bear office herein, ſhall be chatged 


by every particular preſbytery where their reſidence is, to 
Riblertv® the head: of Giciptite of the Kirk of thi team, 


vr length ſet don and allowed by act of the whole afſem- 


bly, in tlie bock of policy, whith is regiſtrate in the aſſem- 
My books; and namely, the heads, conttoverted by ene- 
mies of the diſcipline of the reſormed Kitk of this realm, 


under the pain of excommunication, to be executed again 
the non · ſubſetibers; and the preſbyteries which ſha 
ſound remils or negligent hereln, to receive public rebukr 
eſ'the whole aſſembly: And to the effect the ſaid diſeipline 


bet wixt and che next ſynodal aſſemblies of the ene 
| 
be 


may be known, as it ouphit to he, to the whole brethren 


It is ordained, that the moderator of each preſbotery that 


receive from the clerk of the aſſembly, 4. copy 


boch under UHls fubſetiprioti, upon the expences of the preſ- 
bytery, betwixt and the fitſt day of S ene nent to come, 
| hinder tbe pair to be openly accafed it the face of the Whole 
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ah at Edinburgh, Auguit 3, 1648. Self: 20. 
XLII. Ad for conſuring Mins/lers for their ſilence, 
| and not ſpeaking to the Corruptions of the Time. 
"FE HE general aſſembly taking into their ſerious en- 
# fideration the great ſeandels which have lately in- 
_ creafed, partly thro ſome miniſters their referving and not 
declaring of themſelves. againſt the prevalent fins of the 
times; partly thro? the ſpite, malignity and infoleney of 
others, againſt ſuch miniſters as have faithfully and freely + 
reproved the fins of the times, without reſpect of perſons ; 
dv: therefore, for preventing and removing ſuch ſeandals 
7H appoint and ordain, that every miniſter do,. by 
the word of wiſdom, apply his dofirine faithfully againſt | 
the public ſins and'corruptions of thefe times, and particun= 
larly. againſt the. fins. and ſcandals. in that congregation. - 
'whenein he lives, according to the act of the general afſen 
diy 1396, revived by the aſſembly at Giage 1638, ap??? 
Pointing, "Thar ſuch as ſhall be found not applying their 
ddctrine to. corruptians, which is the paſtoral gift; cold, 
and! wanting ob ſpiritual. zcal; flatterers, and diſſembling 
of pablie ſins, and eſpeeially ef great perſonages in their” 
congregations ;, That all fuch perſons be cenfured accord- 
ing ta the degree of their faults, and, continuing therein, 
de deprived; And, according to the act of ih general i- 
ſembly: 1646, Se x0; Phat, beſide alf other ſcandals; fi- 
lenee, or ambigaous ſpeaking in the public cauſe, mit — 
more detracting and; dilaffeQing, ſpeeches, be ſeaſonably 
cenſured: As therefore the ernars and. enorbitancies of ſeou- 
taries in-Zng/andtare not to. be paſſed in ſilence, hut plac” 
warning io be given of the danger of fo. near a contagion, 
that people may beware of. it; and ſuch as neglect this du- 
ty. to be cenſured bi their preſhyteries e So. it ig thaughbse 
; and appointed by the aſſembly, conforms to. the ſoreſuſ 
acts, That the main current of applications in ſermons ma 
run along againſt the evils that prevail at home, and name- 
ly, againſt the contempt of the word, againſt all profaneneſs, 
againſt the preſent defection from the league and covenant, 
againſt the unlawfv] engagement in war, againſt the unlaw- 
_ ful band and declaration of the date of the roth of June, 
_ ordained to be ſubſcribed by all the ſubjects, and other un- 
Juſt decrees eſtabliſhed by law; againſt the plots and prac- 
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© tices of malignants, and 
tion Whereof, it is hereby recommended to the minifiry, to Rudy 


preſbyteries and provincial ſynods, that they 'make tpecial 
© © Trial concerning al the miniſtry in their bounds; and if any be found 


 warnjng given they amend hot, that ſuch be ſuſpended by preſbyteries, ; 
5 ſewbly; but if there be any, who do negle& and omit. ſuch »pplicati- 


q \ ©.” diſcharge of his conſcience, ſhall be, in the face of the congregation, or 


+ elſewhere, upbraided, railed at, mocked, or threatned ; or if any inju- 
ry or violence be done to his perſon, or any ſtop and diſtur 


divers in this kingdom; for the better confu- 


dia, which ſpread amon 


that point of cantroverſy well, that they may be the more . able to ſtop 
the meuths of gainſayers. It is alſo hereby recommended to the ſeveral 
quiry and 


too ſparing general, or ambiguous in the foreſaid applications and re- 
ptoofs, that they be e „dealt with, and warned to amend, 
vnder the pain of ſuſpenſion from their miniftry ; and, if after ſuch 


and in caſe of their negligence by the ſynods, till the next general aſ- : 


ons and reproofs, and continue in ſuch negligence, after admonition and 
dealing with them, they are to be cited; and, after due trial of the 
offence, to be depoſed; for being pleaſers of men rather than ſervarits. 

_ of Chriſt, For giving themſelves to a deteftable indifferency or neut 
lity in the cauſe of God, and for defrauding the ſouls of the people 
yea, for being highly guilty of the blood of fouls, in not giving 
Warning: Much more are ſuch miniſters to be cenſured with depofiti- 
on from their miniſtry, ho preach for the Jawfulneſs, or pray for the 
ſüucceſs of the preſent unlawful engagement, or that go along with the- 


army tbewſelves, or who ſubſeribe any bands, or take any oaths, ot 
approved by the general aſſembly or their commiſſioners 3 or, by their 
counſel, countenance or approbation, make themſelves aceeſſory to tbe 


N if any miniſter preach-in defence of, or pray for. ſucceſs to the ſectaries 75 
in England, he is likewiſe, to be ceuſured by depogtion, And this ve 
add as a general rule to be obſerved on both hands, but not as if ve 

ſectaries in England. ; 55 3 5 393 . % art : 63 £564 S IPA 7 4 


. 


"And in cafe any wisiſter, for his freedom in preaching and fairdful | 


bance made 
to bim, in the exerciſe of his miniſterial calling: The preſbytery of 
che bounds ſhall forthwith enter in-proceſs, with the offender, aud who- ;. 
ever he be, charge him to ſatisfy the diſcipline of the kirk, by public, 
© repentance ; Which, if any do not, or refuſe to do, that then the preſ<_ 
bytery proceed to excommunication againft him; in all which, preſby- 


ry 

& a : a7 -. ili . he , 

— - «+: \ 

© teries and ſynods ate to give an account of their diligence, And the 

. 0 ; : 15 4 - . o » 

3 mb] ints this act to be intimate in the tions 
g allembly appeints this act ts be intimate in th ral Congregations 
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